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FCNL's  Letter  to  Congress: 

Oppose  unilateral,  preemptive  US.  military  attack  against  Iraq 


September  12,  2002 
Dear  Member  of  Congress, 

The  President  and  administration  officials  are  now 
coming  to  Congress  to  try  to  win  your  support  for 
taking  unilateral,  preemptive  military  action,  if  nec¬ 
essary,  to  topple  the  Iraqi  government.  We  at  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  (FCNL) 
hope  that  you  will  critically  examine  the  President's 
arguments  for  war  and  conclude,  as  we  do,  that  mili¬ 
tary  action  against  Iraq  is  not  the  way  to  advance 
U.S.  security  and  international  peace,  and  that  such 
action  could,  in  fact,  undermine  these  goals  in  the 
long  run. 

What  is  the  threat  that  would  justify  a  unilateral, 
preemptive  military  strike?  The  government  of  Iraq 
hardly  poses  an  imminent  threat  to  the  survival  of 
the  U.S.  Iraq  has  no  nuclear  weapons.  The  presti¬ 
gious  London  International  Institute  for  Strategic 
Studies  just  reported  that  Iraq  would  require  an  out¬ 
side  source  to  supply  fissile  material  for  it  to  produce 
a  nuclear  weapon  in  the  near-term.  The  Iraqi  gov¬ 
ernment  may  have  some  chemical  and  biological 
weapons,  but  it  has  hardly  any  means  to  deliver 
these  weapons  and  cannot  threaten  the  surv  ival  of 
any  country  in  the  region,  let  alone  the  U.S.  Thus, 
there  is  no  compelling  reason  for  a  preemptive,  uni¬ 
lateral  military  attack. 

Why  won't  deterrence  work  in  the  case  of  Iraq  as  it 
has  elsewhere?  The  administration  has  failed  to 
show  why  deterrence  will  not  work  in  the  case  of 
Iraq  as  it  has  with  North  Korea,  Iran,  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  and  China.  Deterrence,  in  the  form  of 
a  letter  from  the  first  President  Bush  to  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein  just  prior  to  the  1991  Gulf  War,  worked  by  per¬ 
suading  Saddam  that  the  U.S.  would  retaliate  mas¬ 


sively  to  any  use  by  Iraq  of  chemical  and  biological 
weapons.  Today,  the  government  of  Iraq  knows  that 
one  false  move  will  transform  world  opinion  against 
it  and  instantly  create  an  armed  international  coali¬ 
tion  determined  to  forcefully  bring  an  end  to  the 
regime.  There  is  much  evidence  that  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein  is  a  brutal  tyrant  and  that  he  exercised  extreme¬ 
ly  poor  judgment  when  he  invaded  Iran  in  1980  and 
Kuw'ait  in  1990.  However,  based  on  the  best  evi¬ 
dence  available  -  his  actions  -  he  is  quite  rational 
and  not  suicidal. 

What  is  the  record  of  U.S.  success  in  picking  allies 
and  installing  democracies  in  other  countries?  In  a 
word,  dismal.  This  is  especially  true  if  the  interven¬ 
tion  has  been  virtually  unilateral  -  witness  Iran 
(1953),  Chile  (1973),  Afghanistan  (1980s),  Nicaragua 
(1980s),  Iraq  (1988),  Grenada  (1983),  Panama  (1989), 
Somalia  (1993),  and  Haiti  (1994).  The  jury  remains 
out  on  the  U.S.-Northern  Alliance  operation  in 
Afghanistan  (2001-2002)  that  toppled  the  Taliban. 
Even  the  use  of  non-coercive  means  to  influence 
regime  change  has  proven  uncertain.  Four  days 
before  the  June  2002  elections  in  Bolivia,  the  U.S. 
ambassador  warned  the  populace  against  support¬ 
ing  the  Socialist  candidate.  Popular  support  for  the 
Socialist  increased  by  198  percent.  And  when  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  recently  called  on  Palestinians  to  reject 
Yasser  Arafat  in  the  January  2003  elections  or  face 
dire  economic  consequences,  Arafat's  waning  popu¬ 
larity  predictably  revived. 

Is  there  any  assurance  that  the  next  regime  will  be 
any  better  than  the  current  one  with  respect  to 
democracy,  human  rights,  disarmament,  or  main¬ 
taining  peaceful  relations  with  its  neighbors? 

None  at  all.  First,  there  is  no  alternative  political 
leadership  that  has  legitimacy  among  the  diverse 
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The  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL), 
a  Quaker  lobby  in  the  public  interest, 
seeks  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spir¬ 
it  as  it  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  Views  expressed  in 
FCNL's  Washington  Newsletter  are  guid¬ 
ed  bv  the  Statement  of  Legislative  Poli¬ 
cy  which  is  prepared  and  approved  by 
FCNL's  General  Committee.  FCNL 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  26 
Friends'  yearly  meetings  and  by  seven 
other  Friends'  organizations  in  the 
United  States. 

Clerk:  joanne  Rains  Warner 
Assistant  Clerk:  Jonathan  Fisch 
Executive  Secretary:  Joe  Volk 

The  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  is 
published  ten  times  a  year  (monthly, 
with  July- August  and  November- 
December  combined  issues).  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  voting  record  is  published  annu¬ 
ally  and  a  congressional  directory  is 
prepared  for  each  new  Congress. 

The  Washington  Newsletter  is  sent  free 
ujx>n  request  and  automatically  to  cur¬ 
rent  donors.  Your  contributions  are 
needed  to  support  FCNL's  lobbying 
and  education  work. 

Editor  Florence  C.  Kimball 

Contributing  Writers:  Dan  Smith,  Ed 
Snyder,  Ned  Stowe,  Joe  Volk,  Florence 
Kimball 

Large  print  and  audiotape  versions  of 
the  Washington  Nen^letter  are  available 
upon  request.  The  Washington  Newslet¬ 
ter  is  available  in  microform  from  Uni¬ 
versity  Microfilms  International,  3(X) 
North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann 
Arbor,  MI  48106. 

Reprinting  Washington  Newsletter 
Items:  We  encourage  our  readers  to 
copy  and  distribute  items  from  FCNL's 
Washington  Newsletter.  When  doing  so, 
please  include  the  following  credit; 
"Reprinted  from  the  Washington 
Newsletter,  [issue  #,  month  and 
year]  published  by  the  Friends 
Committee  on  Natiorral 
Legislation." 

We  w^d  appreciate  receiving  a  copy 
with  a  brief  note  indicating  how /where 
the  item  was  used  and  the  approximate 
numbers  of  copies  distribute. 

Friends  Committee  on 
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245  Second  Stoeet  NE 
Washington,  EX:  20002-5795 
Phone:  202-547-6000 
800-630-1330 
Fax:  202-547-6019 
Legislative  Action  Message: 
202-547-4343 
e-mail:  fcnl@fcnl.org 
Web  site:  http://www.fa\l.org 
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groups  of  Kurds,  Shi'ite,  Sunni,  and  other  religious  and  ethnic  groups 
inside  Iraq  or  among  the  exile  community.  Second,  Saddam's  heirs- 
apparent,  to  the  extent  he  has  any,  are  as  involved  as  he  is  in  violating 
the  human  and  political  rights  of  the  Iraqi  people.  Third,  looking  out 
from  Baghdad,  they  see  military  threats  from  Iran  in  the  east  and  Israel 
in  the  west,  threats  they  believe  they  must  counter. 

Is  the  U.S.  willing  to  pay  the  full  cost  of  this  war  and  the  subsequent 
long-term  occupation  of  Iraq?  To  invade  Iraq  may  require  250,000- 
300,000  troops.  The  first  war  in  Iraq  (1991)  cost  $65  billion,  and  most  of 
this  was  paid  by  coalition  partners.  How  much  will  a  bigger  war  -  a  war 
to  capture  Baghdad  -  cost  now?  Further,  75,000  troops  or  more  will  be 
needed  for  follow-on  peacekeeping,  at  a  cost  of  $15-20  billion  per  year.  Is 
the  U.S.  willing  to  carry  this  burden  alone? 

Will  a  preemptive,  unilateral  U.S.  military  strike  against  Iraq  help 
reduce  acts  of  international  terror?  This  is  no  way  to  reduce  terrorism. 

Nor  is  it  a  way  to  advance  international  cooperation  to  bring  to  justice 
those  w'ho  helped  carry  out  the  attacks  of  September  11.  No  evidence  has 
yet  been  presented  that  links  Saddam  Hussein's  regime  to  al  Qaeda.  More 
likely,  such  a  strike  will  inflame  anti-U.S.  hatred  throughout  the  Arab  and 
Muslim  world,  stimulating  recruitment  and  attacks  by  extremists. 

Has  the  U.S.  exhausted  all  alternatives  to  war?  No.  The  UN  has  so  far 
not  been  included  by  the  administration  in  any  positive  manner.  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  is  to  speak  Sept.  12  to  the  General  Assembly  in  an  attempt  to 
make  a  case  for  future  military  action  and  to  try  to  rally  support  for  the 
U.S.  cause’.  Whether  that  support  will  coalesce  remains  in  doubt.  Most 
members  believe  (as  we  at  FCNL  do)  that  the  resumption  of  rigorous  UN 
weapons  inspections  is  the  essential  next  step  for  the  international  com¬ 
munity  to  pursue.  Toward  that  end,  just  as  the  Iraqi  government  must 
assure  free  access  to  suspected  sites,  so  the  U.S.  government  must  not 
use  the  inspections  process  as  simply  the  next  step  to  war  and  regime 
change.  It  is  time  for  the  inspections  to  prtx:eed  and  the  economic  sanc¬ 
tions  to  end. 

National  Security  Advisor  Condoleezza  Rice  has  said  that  the  U.S.  does 
not  have  the  luxury  of  doing  nothing  about  Saddam  Hussein  and  the 
threat  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction.  We  agree,  but  that  agreement 
does  not  settle  the  question  of  what  should  be  done. 

War  is  not  the  answer  and  could  make  things  much  worse.  The  Iraqi 
people  have  suffered  enough.  A  bombing  and  invasion  of  Baghdad 
alone  would  put  the  lives  of  six  million  people  at  risk.  A  preemptive, 
unilateral  U.S.  military  attack  would  be  seen  by  many  around  the  world 
as  an  act  of  aggression.  It  would  violate  the  UN  Charter,  inflame  anti- 
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Where's  my  FCNL  newsletter?! 

We  regret  the  delay  in  our  FCNL  Washington 
Newsletter  issues.  You  will  receive  all  ten  issues 
plus  the  voting  record.  The  issue  date  may  be 
late,  but  the  content  will  be  current.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  our  June  issue  focused  on  the  Iraq  War 
debate  as  of  August. 

Why  the  delay?  As  you  know,  we  must  make 
hard  strategic  decisions  on  how  to  use  contribu¬ 
tors'  dollars.  This  summer  we  saw  the  Iraq  War 
issue  looming,  the  new  nuclear  weapon  autho¬ 
rization  and  appropriation  was  hot,  and  the  mil¬ 
itary  supplemental  threatened  both  to  waste 
taxpayer  dollars  and  to  shift  more  power  to  the 
Pentagon.  We  put  the  newsletter  on  hold  and 
focused  our  resources  to  challenge  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  on  its  saber  rattling. 

The  newsletters  will  catch  up  this  fall,  at  a  time 
when  they'll  be  more  useful.  Thank  you  for 
being  patient  and  for  taking  legislative  action 
with  us  for  peace  and  for  justice. 

Joe  Volk,  Executive  Secretary 


Letter  (continued  from  page  2) 

U.S.  extremism  throughout  the  region,  and  set  a 
dangerous  precedent  that  other  countries  might  fol¬ 
low.  Instead  of  war,  weapons  inspections,  diplomat¬ 
ic  engagement,  a  resumption  of  normal  economic 
relations,  and  multilateral  action  for  arms  control 
and  disarmament  in  the  region  offer  a  better 
prospect  for  U.S.  and  regional  security  interests. 

Sincerely, 

Joe  Volk 

Executive  Secretarv 


You  Can  Help 
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With  a  rapidly-moving  issue  trmmTiTlii! 
such  as  Iraq,  how  can  grass- 
roots  advocates  know  how  to 
be  most  effective?  Sign  up  to  f—  — 
receive  FCNL's  Legislative 
Action  Messages  (LAMs)  by  email.  Each  mes¬ 
sage  includes  recommendations  for  action 
(based  on  the  most  current  news  on  the  Hill  and 
from  Administration  sources)  and  has  links  to 
sample  letters  posted  in  the  Legislative  Action 
Center  of  FCNL's  web  site. 

Make  letter-writing  easier.  Start  with  a  sample 
letter  posted  in  our  Legislative  Action  Center, 
personalize  the  language,  then  email  or  fax  your 
message  directly  from  our  site.  You  can  also 
print  it  out  and  mail  it. 

To  receive  FCNL's  LAMs  by  email,  go  to 
FCNL's  web  site  <www.fcnl.org>.  click  on  the 
<Newsletter,  Information,  Resources>  button  on 
the  navigation  bar.  Scroll  down  to  <FCNL's 
email  lists>  and  click  on  <subscribe  to  FCNL's 
email  lists>.  This  will  take  you  to  a  short  form 
which,  when  completed,  will  automatically  add 
your  email  address  to  the  lists  you  choose. 

Select  <fcnl-news>  to  receive  the  LAMs. 

Legislative  Action  Messages  are  also  posted  on 
FCNL's  web  site  (click  on  the  home  page  link) 
and  can  be  accessed  by  phone  (202-547-4343). 

Stay  current  by  regularly  checking  the  Iraq  index 
page  on  FCNL's  web  site 

<http:  /  /  www.fcnl.org/issues/int/iraindx.htm>. 
New  documents  are  being  posted  daily. 

Join  FCNL's  witness  for  peace  and  justice! 


Quotable  Quotes 


"/  hope  they  [the  U.S.]  realise  that  they  should  also  work 
together  on  a  multilateral  agenda,  and  Iraq  should  be 
handled  by  the  UN." 

Anna  Lindh,  Swedish  Foreign  Minister 
{Bahrain  Tribune,  Aug.  28, 2002) 


"[AJttacking  the  Iraqi  people  will  force  them  into  backing 
their  government. " 

Prince  Saud  Faisal,  Saudi  Arabian  Foreign  Minister 
(Washington  Post,  Aug.  29, 2002) 
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Unwrapping  Tony  Blair: 

Analysis  of  the  British  Prime  Minister's  Speech 
on  a  Military  Offensive  against  Iraq 

On  Sept.  3,  British  neiospapers  carried  stories  about  Prime  Minister  (PM)  Tony  Blair's  ninety  minute  press  conference  on 
Iraq.  PM  Blair  seemed  to  endorse  unreservedly  a  war  to  oust  Saddam  Hussein  from  power.  He  promised  to  lay  out  in  a 
frw  ziveks  a  “dossier”  detailing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  threat  posed  by  Saddam. 

Using  quotations  from  the  press  conference  as  reported  by  The  Guardian  (UK)  newspaper,  U.S.  Army  Col.  (Ret.)  Dan 
Smith,  FCNL's  Senior  Fellow  for  Military  Affairs,  has  analyzed  PM  Blair's  arguments. 


ARGUMENT  (PM  BLAIR):  "Iraq  poses  a  real  and 
unique  threat  to  the  security  of  the  region  and  the 
rest  of  the  world." 

ANALYSIS  (COL.  DAN  SMITH):  Iraq's  military 
forces  are  approximately  one  third  the  strength  they 
were  in  1990-91.  It  has  no  navy.  Its  meager  air  force 
has  been  sti  restricted  by  the  two  ncvfly  zones  that 
Iraq's  pilots  are  woefully  undertrained.  Other  than 
air  defenses,  little  modem  equipment  has  reached 
the  military,  which  means  that  the  qualitative  gap 
with  the  U.S.  and  its  regional  allies  is  greater  now 
than  in  1990-91.  Iraq  has  been  restricted  to  building 
ballistic  missiles  with  a  maximum  range  of  180  kilo¬ 
meters,  much  shorter  than  the  range  of  its  pre-Gulf 
War  Scuds  fired  at  Israel  and  Saudi  Arabia.  In  short, 
Saddam  is  less  of  a  regional  military  threat  today 
than  in  1990-91  and  is  not  a  threat  to  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

ARGUMENT  (BLAIR):  "For  a  long  pericxi  of  time 
we  have  done  our  best  to  contain  the  threat  from 
Saddam,  although  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to  do  it 
without  inspectors  being  back  in  there  with  a  proper 
[inspection]  regime  on  the  ground  capable  of  alter¬ 
ing  the  way  the  regime  [Saddam  Hussein]  behaves. 
Either  the  regime  [Saddam  Hussein]  starts  to  func¬ 
tion  in  an  entirely  different  way  -  and  there  is  not 
much  sign  of  that  -  or  the  regime  has  to  change." 

ANALYSIS  (SMITH):  In  fact,  during  the  time  they 
were  in  Iraq,  UN  weapons  inspectors  uncovered  and 
destroyed  more  weapons  of  mass  destruction  than 
w'ere  destroyed  during  the  Gulf  War.  Inspectors 
were  ordered  out  of  Iraq  by  the  UN  just  ahead  of  the 
four-day  December  1998  U.S.  and  British  bombing 
campaign  called  Operation  Desert  Fox.  Since  then, 
only  inspectors  from  the  International  Atomic  Ener¬ 


gy  Agency  have  been  in  Iraq,  and  only  looking  at 
declared  nuclear-related  sites.  The  UN  sanctions 
regime  has  ser\'ed  to  contain  a  full-blown  effort  by 
Iraq  to  reconstitute  its  chemical  and  biological 
weapons  programs  and  to  prevent  development  of 
nuclear  weapons. 

As  former  weapons  inspector  Scott  Ritter  has 
observ  ed,  the  first  step  in  any  approach  to  Iraq  must 
be  to  get  new  inspectors  into  Iraq  to  try  to  assess 
what  has  been  done  over  the  last  four  years.  This 
implies  two  things:  the  inspections  should  not  be  a 
"movable  feast"  that  allows  the  imposition  of  ever 
increasing  demands  on  Iraq;  and  inspections  cannot 
be  used  as  an  excuse  to  take  military  action  to  oust 
Saddam  if  inspectors  are  refused  entry  into  Iraq  or  if 
they  are  restricted  in  carrying  out  their  duties. 
Inspections  can  and  must  stand  as  a  separate,  legiti¬ 
mate  action  by  the  UN  in  the  array  of  diplomatic 
and  other  peaceful  means  to  obtain  Iraqi  compliance 
with  UN  resolutions.  As  President  Bush  said  Sept.  4; 
"The  issue  is  not  inspectors.  The  issue  is  disarma¬ 
ment." 

ARGUMENT  (BLAIR):  "If  September  11  teaches  us 
anything,  it  teaches  us  the  importance  of  not  waiting 
for  the  threat  to  materialise  but,  when  we  can  see 
signs  of  the  threat  in  front  of  us,  dealing  with  it." 

ANALYSIS  (SMITH):  September  11  occurred  not 
because  the  U.S.  waited  "for  the  threat  to  materi¬ 
alise"  but  because  internal  turf  wars  hampered  the 
proper  analysis  and  distribution  of  available  infor¬ 
mation.  Under  international  law,  a  threat  must  be 
proximate  and  imminent  before  a  country  is  permit¬ 
ted  to  act  in  self-defense  against  that  threat.  Iraq  is 

(continued  on  page  6) 
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Considering  Iraq  —  Parallel  Universes 


Given  all  the  fiery  rhetoric  from  the  current  Bush 
administration,  one  might  think  that  the  Iraqi  mili¬ 
tary  had  somehow  defied  the  laws  of  terrestrial 
physics  and  had  massed  armored  divisions  poised 
just  over  the  horizon  ready  to  invade  the  United 
States. 

But  even  were  Saddam  Hussein  the  embodiment  of 
all  evil  (or  with  Iran  and  North  Korea,  one-third  of 
all  evil),  he  cannot  drive  tanks  across  oceans  or  make 
short-range  missiles  fly  intercontinental  ranges.  He 
thus  poses  no  direct  threat  to  the  United  States  other 
than  the  psychological  one  that  results  from  con¬ 
stantly  building  up  his  image  as  some  sort  of  super¬ 
demon. 

Moreover,  while  his  immediate  neighbors  in  the  Per¬ 
sian  Gulf  might  be  more  at  ease  were  Saddam  not  in 
power,  none  of  them  is  pushing  for  a  new  war  for 
the  purpose  of  regime  change  in  Baghdad.  Many 
Arab  states  such  as  Saudi  Arabia,  Jordan,  Egypt, 
Turkey,  Bahrain,  and  Yemen  vociferously  oppose 
U.S.  military  action  to  oust  Saddam,  fearing  not  only 
the  carnage  of  war  but  the  costs  and  unintended 
aftershocks  that  wars  always  entail.  Even  Gen. 
Moshe  Ya'alon,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Israeli  Defense 
Forces,  seemed  to  dismiss  the  need  for  immediate 
war  when  he  said  on  August  28,  "In  the  long  term, 
the  threat  posed  by  Iraq.. .doesn't  make  me  lose 
sleep." 

"Trust  me." 

Yet  the  Bush  administration  insists  that  Arab  leaders 
(and  others)  parallel  their  public  opposition  to  war 
with  private  declarations  of  full  support  for  a  U.S. 
strike.  Such  assertions,  of  course,  can  never  be  refut¬ 
ed  even  by  (or  especially  by)  Arab  leaders  because 
their  denials  must  always  be  public.  "Trust  me" 
becomes  the  watchword. 

A  similar  situation  exists  with  intelligence.  Bush 
administration  officials  say  they  know  that  Saddam 
has  reconstituted  his  chemical  and  biological 
weapons,  has  developed  missiles  and  other  means  to 
carry  and  disseminate  these  weapons,  and  will  soon 
have  nuclear  weapons.  But  the  evidence  of  these 


new  developments  is  never  presented  to  foreign 
leaders,  let  alone  the  American  public.  Given  the 
aphorism  that  50  percent  of  all  intelligence  is  wrong 
and  the  real  challenge  for  analysts  lies  in  figuring  out 
which  half  is  false,  it  is  quite  possible  that  sufficient 
misinformation  is  lodged  within  the  "facts"  to  skew 
analysis  and  lead  to  a  conclusion  for  war.  Again,  the 
word  is  "trust  me." 

Whose  decision? 

But  should  the  public  trust  the  politicians  in  such  a 
matter?  Another  relevant  aphorism  is  Georges 
Clemenceau's  "War  is  tcx)  important  to  be  left  to  the 
generals."  True  enough,  for  both  the  decision  to  go 
to  war  and  the  determination  that  the  desired  politi¬ 
cal  outcomes  for  which  wars  are  waged  have  been 
achieved  go  beyond  the  military  sphere.  They  also 
go  beyond  the  politicians'  sphere,  for  eventually  war 
affects  every  citizen  in  one  way  or  another  —  direct 
ser\'ice,  taxes,  commodity  shortages,  higher  prices, 
restrictions  on  civil  liberties,  and  more. 

Thus  each  citizen  might  wonder  whether  and  where 
the  parallel  universes  of  the  generals  and  politicians 
intersect.  With  regard  to  Iraq,  they  seem  far  apart. 

As  Gen.  (Ret.)  Anthony  Zinni,  former  head  of  the 
U.S.  Central  Command,  noted  on  Aug.  24:  "It's  pret¬ 
ty  interesting  that  all  the  generals  see  it  the  same 
way  and  all  the  others  who  have  never  fired  a  shot 
and  are  hot  to  go  to  war  see  it  another  way." 

Perhaps,  before  irrevcx:able  decisions  are  made  and 
the  old  men  send  the  young  men  to  die  again  in  a 
new  war,  a  real  debate  involving  the  citizenry  needs 
to  occur.  At  the  very  least,  Americans  should  insist 
that  the  parallel  universes  of  the  diplomats,  politi¬ 
cians,  and  the  military  intersect  with  each  other  and 
with  the  everyday  world  of  ordinary  folk.  War  is, 
after  all,  a  matter  of  life  and  death,  and  those  uni¬ 
verses  may  not  be  parallel. 

This  mmlifsis  was  prqmed  by  Dan  Smith,  U.S.  Army  Col. 
(Ret.),  Senior  Fellow  on  Militarxf  Affairs  for  FCNL.  Dan 
is  a  graduate  of  West  Point  and  a  Vietnam  veteran.  ■ 
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Blair  (continued  from  page  4) 

not  geographically  proximate  to  the  U.S.  and  is  in  no 
increased  posture  for  military  action  against  its 
neighbors. 

ARGUMENT  (BLAIR):  "Saddam  Hussein  without 
any  question  is  still  trying  to  dev^elop  Iraq's  chemi¬ 
cal,  biological,  and  nuclear  capability." 

ANALYSIS  (SMITH):  Undoubtedly.  But  Saddam 
Hussein's  reasoning  can  be  cast  in  the  light  of  deter¬ 
rence  strategies  that  he  has  used  previously,  for 
example  against: 

■  Iran  which  is  known  to  have  chemical  weapons 
and  which  may  well  have  a  biological  research 
program; 

■  Israel  (which  bombed  Iraq's  Osirak  reactor  in 
1981)  which  has  nuclear  weapons;  and 

■  the  U.S.  which,  in  the  1990-91  war,  threatened  to 
retaliate  with  nuclear  weapons  if  Iraq  used 
chemical  weapons  as  it  had  in  its  eight-year  war 
with  Iran. 

The  solution  is  to  induce  all  countries  in  the  region 
to  relinquish  all  weapons  of  mass  destruction  and 
submit  to  verification  inspections. 

ARGUMENT  (BLAIR):  The  UN  has  to  be  "a  way  of 
dealing  with  it  [confronting  Iraq],  not  a  way  of 
avoiding  dealing  with  it.  It  has  to  be  done  and  we 
have  to  make  sure  there  are  not  people  who  are  sim¬ 
ply  going  to  turn  a  blind  eye  to  this.. ..Was  September 
11  a  threat  to  British  national  security  or  not?  My 
answer  to  that  is  yes.  It  wasn't  just  a  threat  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  they  [terrorists]  can  perfectly  easily  have  done  it 
in  London,  in  Berlin,  in  Paris  or  anywhere.  And 
therefore  it's  right  that  we  respond  to  it  together.  If 
Britain  and  if  Europe  want  to  be  taken  seriously  as 
people  facing  up  to  these  issues,  then  our  place  is 
facing  them  with  America,  in  partnership,  but  with 
America." 


Stop  Expanded  War 
with  Iraq 

FCNL  needs  your  support  now  to  help  prevent 
an  expanded  war  with  Iraq. 

We  have  brought  on  additional  expert  staff  to 
focus  on  Iraq  war  initiatives.  Your  donation 
will  enable  FCNL  to  engage  the  policy  debate 
concerning  U.S.  policy  toward  Iraq  and  the 
decisions  made  by  Congress  and  the  Adminis¬ 
tration,  deliver  a  strong  and  substantive  mes¬ 
sage  of  peace  to  the  U.S.  Congress  and  the 
American  public,  mobilize  grassroots  legislative 
action  to  prevent  an  expanded  war,  expand  our 
media  work  and  maintain  up-to-date  informa¬ 
tion  on  our  web  site. 

To  contribute. 

Mail  your  check  to  FCNL,  245  Second  Street, 
NE,  Washington,  DC,  2()(X)2. 

Charge  your  donation  to  MasterCard  or  Visa  by 
calling  800-630-1330,  ext.  141. 

Donate  online  securely  by  going  to  FCNL's 
web  site,  <www.fcnl.org/suprt/indx.htm>. 

Contributions  to  FCNL  support  lobbying  and 
are  not  tax  deductible.  Contributions  to  the 
FCNL  Education  Fund  are  tax  deductible  and 
support  research  and  educational  activities. 

Thank  you! 


ANALYSIS  (SMITH):  Agreement.  The  UN  is  the 
place  to  deal  with  Iraq,  not  unilateral  action  by  the 
U.S.  ■ 


Quotable  Quotes 


"In  Europe,  we  all  understand  that  the  world  would  be 
a  better  place  without  Saddam  Hussein.  We  are  willing 
to  go  as  far  as  the  U.N.  asks  us.  Nevertheless,  we  are 
very  much  concerned  by  the  day  after.  You  oust  Sad¬ 
dam  Hussein,  then  what?" 

Ana  Palacio,  Spanish  Foreign  Minister 
{Washington  Post,  Aug.  13, 2002) 


"If  the  U.S.  attacks  Saddam  Hussein  while  Palestinians 
are  being  treated  the  way  they  are  in  tlw  West  Bank  and 
Gaza,  the  reaction  will  be  not  just  grave  but  ladverse 
on]  whatever  scale  you  want  to  give  it." 

Prince  Turki  al-Faisal,  former  chief  of 
Saudi  Arabian  external  intelligence 
{The  Wall  Street  Journal,  July  29, 2002) 
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Join  the  Action  -  Come  to  FCNL's  Annual  Meeting 


The  grave  developments  of  the  past  year  challenge 
all  of  us.  Around  the  country,  people  feel  called  to 
engage  the  powers  and  principalities  but  are  unsure 
how  best  to  act.  We  encourage  you  to  join  other 
Friends  in  our  FCNL  witness  for  peace  and  justice. 
We  welcome  F(f)riends  everywhere  to  join  us  in 
Washington  for  FCNL's  Annual  Meeting. 

Annual  Meeting  will  be  an  opportunity  to  become 
more  informed  about  the  critical  issues  facing  the 
nation  and  the  world  and  to  enhance  your  ability  to 
effect  change.  Join  with  others  who  seek  alternatives 
to  deadly  conflict;  take  home  new  skills  and  energy 
to  move  your  local  community  to  action. 

Highlights  of  the  three-day  meeting  include: 

■  On  Saturday  evening,  FCNL's  Executive 
Secretary  Emeritus,  Ed  Snyder,  will  host  an 
informal  "fireside  chat"  on  the  theme  "Should 
we  keep  on  keeping  on?"  As  an  FCNL 
legislative  secretary  and  Executive  Secretary,  Ed 
has  seen  other  tumultuous  times.  His  insights 
are  sure  to  be  pertinent  to  today's  situation. 

■  Is  Friends'  historic  peace  testimony  still  relevant? 
Hear  leaders  from  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  Friends  General  Ccmference,  Friends 
United  Meeting,  and  the  Quaker  United  Nations 
Office  discuss  "Challenges  to  the  Quaker  Peace 
Testimony  in  Today's  World." 

■  How  can  individual  friends  make  a  difference  in 
their  local  communities?  A  panel  of  grassroots 
advocates  will  share  their  experiences.  Then 
participate  in  skill-building  workshops  on 
making  effective  use  of  media,  organizing  local 
coalitions,  and  lobbying  effectively. 

■  For  those  who  can  arrange  to  arrive  early  on 
Thursday,  there  will  be  an  issue  briefing  at  1  pm, 
followed  by  tips  on  lobbying.  Then,  go  visit 
your  members'  offices.  (Be  sure  to  arrange  your 
appointments  in  advance.) 


The  General  Committee  will  decide  FCNL's  legisla¬ 
tive  priorities  for  the  108th  Congress.  You  will  also 
hear  the  latest  on  FCNL's  Capital  Campaign  for  the 
building  renovation  project. 

Worship,  reflection,  conversations  with  friends,  old 
and  new  will  nurture  your  spirit.  And,  there  will 
even  be  time  for  fun!  Zeala,  an  all-girls  band  (featur¬ 
ing  FCNL  Executive  Committee  member  and  former 
FCNL  Native  American  legislative  advocate  Aura 
Kanegis)  will  perform  an  eclectic  mix  of  original  and 
familiar  tunes. 

Young  adults  will  have  special  opportunities  to  meet 
with  panelists  and  speakers,  as  well  as  to  socialize. 


Join  the  action.  Come  to  FCNL's  Annual  Meeting!  ■ 


FCNL's  Annual  Meeting! 


When:  November  7-10, 2002 

Where:  Wyndham  Washington  DC  Hotel 
Washington,  DC 

Theme:  Speaking  Truth  to  Power:  Voices  for 
Peace,  Justice,  and  Reconciliation 

Registration  for  Annual  Meeting: 

Online:  Go  to  <w^wnv.fcnl.org>.  Click  on  the 
link.  Use  this  to  submit  credit  card  information 
(online  or  by  fax)  or  to  pay  by  check. 

Mail-in:  Contact  Lauren  Bladen- White  at 
FCNL  (800-630-1330  ext.  122)  or  email  <lau- 
ren@fcnl.org>  to  obtain  a  registration  packet. 

Hotel  Accommodations:  Please  call  the  Wynd¬ 
ham  Washington  DC  Hotel  directly  at  202^29- 
1700  or  800-996-3426.  (Meeting  registration 
does  not  include  room  registration.) 

Questions:  Please  contact  Lauren  Bladen- 
White. 
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September  11  Anniversary  Reflections 

By  Edward  f.  Snyder 


Here  are  some  of  the  thoughts  1  have  had  today, 
September  11,  that  I  want  to  share: 

WHY?  the  victims  of  9/11?  the  young  men  who 
died  at  Gettysburg?  the  families  gassed  at 
Auschwitz?  the  other  countless  innocent  people 
whose  lives  have  been  snuffed  out? 

We  each  come  onto  life's  stage  in  the  middle  of  a 
long  running  morality  play.  The  circumstances  of 
our  birth,  nationality,  race,  culture,  help  determine 
whether,  in  our  brief  interlude  on  stage,  we  will  be 
victims  or  beneficiaries  of  what  has  gone  before. 

We  Americans  are  heirs  to  the  good  works  and 
sound  judgment  of  many  who  went  before  -  the 
drafters  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
the  champions  of  racial  justice,  women's  rights,  uni¬ 
versal  education,  international  peace,  the  Marshall 
Plan. 

But  we  also  inherit  the  stain  of  subjugation  of  the 
native  population,  slavery  and  racism,  political 
repression,  economic  exploitation  of  the  powerless, 
and  environmental  destruction. 

Today  we  extol  our  national  gcx)d  deeds.  And  we 
forget  our  negative  actions  at  home  and  around  the 
world  that  would  help  a  great  deal  to  explain  to 
those  who  ask,  "Why  do  they  hate  us  so  much?" 
Our  exemplary  praise  and  promotion  of  democracy 
is  seriously  undermined  by  our  support  for  repres¬ 
sive  regimes  and  military  interv  ention. 


We  know  we  are  number  one  in  military,  political, 
and  economic  power.  But  our  pride  is  spilling  over 
into  arrogance  and  hubris.  Our  American  empire 
will  brook  no  determined  opposition.  We  have 
asserted  a  role  of  Biblical  proportions  -  we  are  the 
righteous,  they  are  evil. 

Now  we  are  in  danger  of  launching  a  new  war 
against  Iraq  with  unforeseeable  and  dangerous  con¬ 
sequences.  This  we  are  preparing  to  do  despite  the 
inherited  wisdom  that  "they  who  take  the  sword 
shall  perish  by  the  sword."  We  are  in  danger  of  cre¬ 
ating  a  life  consumed  by  perpetual  fear  of  suicide 
bombers  and  barbarians  at  the  gate. 

Let  us  follow  the  healer's  rule:  "First,  do  no  harm." 
Let  us  use  America's  unchallenged  power  to  change 
the  script,  to  break  from  the  past,  to  reject  violence, 
to  build  up  international  institutions  of  law  and 
order,  of  economic  and  political  justice  and  environ¬ 
mental  protection.  Positive  U.S.  leadership  could 
catalyze  people  of  good  will  all  over  the  world  to 
effectiv  e  action. 

If  we  use  our  country's  immense  power  in  this  way, 
the  lives  of  our  children  and  grandchildren  -  and 
their  contemporaries  all  over  the  world  -  can  be  lib¬ 
erated  from  the  terror  and  hatred  our  present  gener¬ 
ation  is  enduring. 

Edward  F.  Snyder  is  Executive  Secretary  Emeritus  of 
FCNL. 


